Electronic Participation: Concept Technologies and Interdisciplinarity

INTERNATIONALRBARTICIPATIO®NLINESEMINAR

On18 June 2020, Thursddypm 16.00to 18.00(Moscow time, GMT+3; 180-17.00 CETjhe e-Governance Center
at ITMO University (St. Petersburg, Russia) organizes an international online seBlg@ronic Participation:
Concepts, Technologies and Interdisciplinaritjthin the 5" International Conferencédigital Transformation &
Global SocietyfDTGS 2020 Thegoalof the seminar is to bring scholars and experith different background and
from different countries to discudsow we researcle-participation how we implement it as a practice and what we
mean by that in the broader scholarship context.

INTRODUCTIORROM THE MODERATORS

The workshophighlightsthe importancec and popularityc of e-participationino 2 4G K I OF RSYAO | yR
communities as a distinctive areaioterdisciplinary researchiHowever, we believe that a more rigorous enquiry is
be needed to better appreciate how much of interdisciplinarity the concept-pagicipation implies (despite some
rather minordifferences in defining this term).

This introduction has been prepared by the workshop moderators to make the discussion less orthodox. While ther
are four specific question@isted below)to answer during the discussion, we, nonetheless, see the goal nofronly
talking about eparticipatiofy FTNRBY A GKAY GKS TFASttREis o &chéhgelvigw ofiathedk | & .
traditional topics, like information provision, consultations, deliberation etc. Yet, weldvtike to look at e
participation from the outsidei.e. to take a broader interdisciplinary view ofparticipation as acholarly practice

that seeks to uncover something about our societiasl changeghat occur, if any, in civic cultureattitudes,
mediatization, public trust, government strajeesetc.

These are just several examples of the inquiry ameasvould like to link goarticipationto, to test itsviability as a
political, social,and administrativephenomenon.ls it possible toestablishsuch links at allZan eparticipation be
understood from a widedemaocratic theory pegective? Does eparticipation questiorcertain traditional democratic
assumptions and manifestation&es it expand or limit democracy or nrdemocracyHas eparticipation, with its
emphasis on decisiemaking, the potential tdoecomg in a Schumpeteriaspirit, 1 KS Y I Ay WLRf AGA
certain type of institutional arrangement for arriving at politicdegislative and administratveR S OA A A 2 Y 4 Q@

In this light, we would like to quote Carol Pateman, one of the first thinkers who took a clusatidhe role of
participation in democracy (and a critic of Schumpeter), who wrote the following as back as in 1970 but which :
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widespread use dhe term in the mass media has tended to mean that any precise, meaningful content has
FfY2ad RAAFLILISFNBRT WLI NIGAOALI GA2YyQ Aada dzASR (2

LIS2 LI SX GKS NBOSyY (G dzLJa dzNB S Fraisesta captalouegtivriof poliddl thedtyiNs
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Can we say the same abouparticipation as well 50 years later?

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS

1) Is eparticipation a meaningfl concept with descriptive and explanatory value, or is it rather a label that
aK2dzZ R 06S NBLI I OSR 6KSy (GKS (SOKy2ft23ASa I NBE OKI

2) What is the status of articipation as a discipline? What are the majohiagements of eparticipation
research across domains and countries? Can it become truly interdisciplinary?

3) How is the eparticipation academic community developing? What role do international conferences and
other initiatives play in the collective resef identity of these community?



4) What role does technology play inparticipation research and practice? WHhatthe impact of various €
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participation technologies (e.g-fgetitions, social media) on public governance and civic engagement?
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TIMETABLE
What When
Opening & Welcomdoy Andrey Chugunov 16.00-16.10
Introduction by Yury Kabanov, Yuri Misnikov 16.1016.20
Presentationsby 16.2017.15

1 Yury Kabana\A Scientanetric View on EParticipation:E or Participation?

1 Morten Meyerhoff NielserDigital Inclusion

1 Noella EdelmanrEparticipation in Austria: from Digitalization to Integration

Discussiorr, all participants 17.1517.55
Closureby AndreyChugunov 17.5518.00




